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Routine Orders: 
Taken on strength: 
L271 Jones Lynn O Troop 
L267 Sadler Catherine O Troop 
3200  Sadler Brian O Troop 
3433 Clarke Bryan O Troop 
 
Life members: 
3013 S. Nelson 42 years P Troop 
3087 T. Peake 44 years D Troop Waihi 
3315 D West 45 years N Squadron 
1624 Bowen L.47 years D Troop Waihi 
2112 Smith A 48 years N Squadron 
2127 Vaile DR 49 years J Troop 
2126 Myers AG 49 years Y Squadron 
1846 Lynch E (Ted) 54 years D Troop  
1570 Yearbury DA 59 years F Troop 
1360 Lepper AW 63 years L Squadron 
1105 Yorke Des 64 years F Troop 
    Jones 
Last Post: 
L 73    Parrish S.       H Troop 
3682    Parrish R       H Troop 
4043    Bowater I      H Troop 
 
Eulogy: 
I am not able to attend many funerals due to 
my work position, but his was one funeral 
that I needed to go to. In Ian’s normal 
manner, he knew what was going to happen 
and stated exactly how much time he had 
left, so he put into motion items which 
needed to be done.  With me it was the 
transferring of the Troop account over to 
NZHQ, the minutes that had to be done 
between us to go to the bank and the 
collecting of uniforms and other such items 
to have H Troop put into recess.  I was able 
to talk him in to allowing both Gavin and 
Mae to stay as members of the unit and that 
the interest received from H Troop term 
deposits would continue to pay for these 
members to be financial. 
I attended the funeral at the Taupo Lake 
Centre and when I was asked to come 
forward and speak on behalf of the 

command, I was blown away by the number 
of people that had travelled some distances 
to be a part of the memorial service. The 
following is what I read. 
I have known Ian for many many years 
probably close on 25, when I think back on 
it.  You see he once worked for my father, 
and we would often have a few laughs 
together as he would recall that he always 
knew when Doug my father was going to be 
coming around the bend to visit them in the 
bush.  Because always in front of Doug 
would be my German shepherd, racing 
before him. The dog would come first and 
then Doug would be following with a coke 
and Moro Bar so they could all sit down and 
have a chin wag.  It was my father who 
encouraged him to join the Legion in 
Katikati and a year later his son Gavin also 
joined, it was great to see father and son 
together.   
In 2015 I had the pleasure of presenting Ian 
with the Frontiersman of the Year award an 
award created by my father in 1981, one 
person per year is awarded this now 
prestigious award, I could find no other 
person who deserved this award more than 
Ian. In 2018 Ian was awarded the Pioneer 
Axe one of our highest awards for service to 
the command for not less than 20 years of 
service to the command and community, he 
started out as a Frontiersman but he ended 
up as the Officer in Charge of H Troop 
Taupo.   
One of the things I will remember the most, 
Ian’s email grumpy 2, I always wondered 
why he was called grumpy 2 as I never 
found him to be grumpy.  He always had a 
smile on his face and was always helpful 
towards others.  He volunteered to help 
others, society as a whole, it was unpaid 
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work, and it was always for the benefit of 
the public. He had a wealth of knowledge 
and was happy to part with it if you asked 
him.  He did what was right at all times, and 
was reliable he had a way with people and 
could put them at ease and communicate.  
By looking around me today I see many 
organizations that Ian has touched, that have 
shared and been a part of his life not only as 
a volunteer but as the person that Ian was.  
He was a role model to many, had 
dedication to service and we will all miss 
him. 
Val  

 

 

ARTICLE 

TAUPO’S TOP VOLUNTEER 
FAREWELLED AFTER LOSING 
BATTLE WITH CANCER. 

4043 BOWATER Ian Stephen Patrick 

He was known by many as Grumpy, but 
Ian BOWATER also had a kind heart and 
genuine smile.  After a short battle with 
cancer, the Taupō volunteer firefighter 
succumbed to the disease on May 19.  On 
Thursday hundreds of his friends and 
family gathered at Taupō's Great Lake 
Centre to pay their respects and share 
their fondest memories of the lovable 
"grump".  Family friend Brent PIRIE 
officiated the service and spoke of 
Grumpy's childhood, his life as a 
volunteer and as a family man.  His 
nickname 'Grumpy' came from his days at 
the track when drivers would push their 
limits and Grumpy would tell them to put 
their car on the trailer and "firetruck" off.  

Grumpy was born in Foxton and worked 
in Palmerston North for some years. 
Moving to Tauranga, Grumpy became a 
volunteer at Bay Park Car Club as a flag 
marshal, and shortly after, the chief 
marshal.  He moved to Taupō in 1999 
with his family and his volunteer life 
really stepped up.  He wasn't a racer 
himself but he did obtain his ‘B’ Grade 
Clerk of the Course, his ‘A’ Grade Clerk of 
the Course, licence examiner and, 
eventually, track manager.  He then 
became a volunteer firefighter, was race 
director of IRONMAN for three years, 
along with his wife Janice, and also 
volunteered at the Legions of 
Frontiersmen.  "He loved helping where 
he could," PIRIE said.  Kylie and Gavin 
Bowater spoke on behalf of the family and 
thanked everyone for being there and 
also for the support they had received.  
They also shared some fond memories.  
"Dad was the only male who loved 
shopping. He loved spending money. If 
you had a nice BBQ, he'd have to go and 
buy a bigger one," Kylie said.  "Never send 
him out for sausages as he'll come home 
with a new car and we are still waiting 32 
year for the sausages."  Taupō MP Louise 
UPSTON expressed her condolences to 
the family and said she while his name 
was Grumpy, he was never a grump to 
her.  "There was a smile on his face more 
than a scowl," she said.  "If I reflect on 
Grumpy, he was a fairly simple man. He 
loved his family, loved motorsport, and 
loved the fire brigade. To me, he was a 
man who loved his community."  Taupō 
mayor David TREWAVAS also paid tribute 
to Grumpy and said he was a most loved 
character who they will never forget.  
Grumpy's assistant area commander for 
Taupō Fire Brigade, Richard ANASTASI, 
also paid his respects and said although 
he had the unpleasant task of standing 
Grumpy down from operational response 
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when he got sick, he had the pleasure of 
presenting him with the Life Honorary 
Member Medal.  "Trying to get him to 
slow down, I was just met with 
stubbornness but that just goes to show 
his dedication to volunteering," he said.  "I 
remember him for his dedication to the 
fire service, to the community, to the 
operational support unit.  "Grumpy joined 
the fire service on the 15th of August 
2002. He retired from the fire service on 
15th April 2019 after serving 16 years, 8 
months and 2 weeks.  "During that time 
he responded to 918 callouts, 584 
musters and had an attendance of 99 per 
cent."  While the fire service was a major 
part of Grumpy's life, so too, was the rack 
track.  Terry O'BRIEN, from the Taupō Car 
Club, said he and Brian Hamilton were 
summoned to Grumpy's house before his 
passing to talk about 'the final event' – his 
funeral – and it was to run just like a race 
meeting.  Grumpy's service shed light on a 
man who dedicated his life to helping 
others, especially his community, and 
Pirie finished it off with a Sam Hunt 
themed poem dedicated to the man they 
were honouring.  "Today before you, a 
man we all know, always willing to help 
and go with the flow. His dedication was 
not in question nor up for debate, a good 
old bugger, someone you could call a 
mate."  Grumpy's service ended with The 
Fireman's Prayer before he was walked 
out to the waiting fire trucks through a 
guard of honour. [© Taupo Times May 24 
2019] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Parrish passed away only months after 
his mother earlier this year, he and I had 
been dialoguing over the last few months 
and he was happy to pay for this year’s 
capitation direct into the commands account, 
when I had to talk to him about this to help 
Ian out.  
He hadn’t been able to come home over the 
Christmas months to help sort out his 
mother’s items (Sandra) but as a fourth 
generation Frontiersman wanted to continue 
to be a member of H Troop.   
He had told me had been having treatment in 
Singapore for cancer, a different place to 
where his mother had cancer but cancer 
nevertheless, unfortunately Rob didn’t win 
that battle. 
It was sad news to hear of his passing and I 
am sure all of us wish his young family well. 

Val 
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Conference Awards: 
LSM: L265 Carol Stokes,  
3791 Tony Tedbury,  
L270 Roanne Roy,  
L284 Chris Yearbury,   
4021 Wei Zhen Kim,    
LSEM: 
L265 Carol Stokes,  
3700 Tom Cotter,  
3729 Bevin Smith,  
4013 Rob Roy,  
3812 Reg Clarke,  
L300 Michelle Clarke, 
3880 Anthony Clarke,  
L250 Bibian Clarke,  
L242 Jill McNaughton,  
Silver Fern: 
3863Justin Stewart,  
3259 Stephen Sheary,  
Pioneer Axe: 
4045 Cpl Gavin Bowater, 
3862 Alfred Hepburn,  
L192 Dale Bracey,  
3976 Clive Bracey,  
4044 Robin Cawte 
LMSM: 
4044 Robin Cawte,  
3540 Alistair Webb, 
NZPC: 
2126 Arthur Myers 

Claude Bathe Rose Bowl:  
Martin Layzell Baden Henry Trophy:  
Chrissy Yearbury 
Carlin Trophy: Mike Subritzky 
 Dip Stick Award: 
Murray Hamblin 
Stirrers Spoon:  
Alistair Webb 
Doug Baker Round Tuit Award:  “The 
Command” 

Ray Hammond Memorial Inspiration 
Trophy “Cpl Martin Layzell 

Claude Bathe Memorial 
Shield/Frontiersman of the Year: Cpl 
Reg Clarke  

Commandant’s Report: 

Given at Conference: 
It gives me great pleasure to address you all at 
my first conference as Commandant especially 
as it is being held in my own small town of 
Katikati.   
I take this time to thank my team of 
Headquarters staff members, I am sure that 
some of them knew that I would be a task 
master, but I am sure that they would agree 
that changes needed to take place for the 
existence of our organisation to continue.  I 
believe that greater transparency needed to be 
carried out and that more information is not 
only recorded but is filtered out to you as 
members.  
Prior to the elections I thought very seriously on 
who was to take on each role that needed to be 
filled on NZHQ staff,  taking into consideration, 
a person’s health and knowledge, and always 
looking to the future of the LOF, so a mixture of 
younger newer members and older experienced 
members was needed.  
 The biggest roles other than my own I felt was 
the combining of Records Officer and Adjutant, 
for this I choose Barry Coker who has 
unfortunately had to retire due to his or Gail’s 
health, however while he was holding the 
position they did a wonderful job, sorting 
through years of records and co-allocating them 
into easy files allowing reference to years of 
knowledge.  For the work they did the 
command should be extremely grateful, I know 
as an archivist I am. 
When Barry retired, I once again called upon 
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Arthur to take on the role of Adjutant and with 
his health now improved one that he has 
proven quite capable of handling.  The Records 
Officers job, has been handed over to one of 
the twins, who is completely new to 
Headquarters, so please give the girl a break as 
there is no written notes on what needs to be 
done or not done and things will change and I 
know she has a form printed that will aid her to 
modernize things for the command. The other 
new position which was created this year is the 
Central North Island position which Kathy has 
accepted unfortunately due to private personal 
matters she has been unable to attend sending 
her apologies to you all.  
I believe that one must also have stability on a 
committee so those experienced in their roles 
thank you for continuing, Ross and Murray, I 
have taken note of what you have recorded 
over the years in the journals and hope that we 
show a change and taken your advice on 
matters.  
Now I believed that one of the biggest roles is 
the selection of my 2 IC, before I stood I 
considered who was the appropriate person for 
this, I sat down and wrote a list of qualities that 
I felt the command needed, in fact What is 
needed to be a commandant or a 2 IC in my 
opinion I came up with 9:  

 Future Commandant Material 

 Leader and management skills 

 Business minded 

 Approachable 

 Modern outlook 

 Deportment and Dress 

 Knowledge of the organisation 

 Lighter side 

 Ties in ones troop 

In my opinion Joe has these qualities, in the last 
year he has excelled in many of these areas, for 
his humour I truly thank him it has been a 
delight to serve beside you and your cheer has 
lifted my spirits when needed.  I ask every one 
of you to give this your new staff every bit of 
respect that their ranks deserve in their 
positions and all help them as some of them are 
new and are learning as they go. 
With that in mind there have been many 
changes since 2018 when I first won the 
election, and I am sure over the coming day or 
so you will notice a lot more changes 
happening, many of them will be only slightly 
different others will be more obvious.  We as an 
organisation must change otherwise we will be 
left behind, we need to grow our numbers 
attract different walks of life to us.  Often this 
will mean we have to step outside our comfort 
zones, try something new, watch and take note 
of those who are growing in numbers like O 
Troop who continue to grow in numbers.  Yes 
they lose one or two on the way but over all 
their numbers are growing.  To them I 
congratulate your efforts, may they continue 
and that you share what you have been doing 
with the rest of us as it is working for you. 
Another unit that is growing is E Squadron, 
thinking outside the square. 
I was given a piece of advice when I became 
commandant, which tells me that holding onto 
this position can be lonely at times however 
some of you may not agree with how I will do 
things, I will listen to you and try to help where 
needed but the advice I was given, A 
commandant is a servant to all but sub-servant 
to no one individual. 
Let us all remember we all have feelings and we 
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all have roles to play in this organisation, give 
this Headquarters the time to prove that we are 
working for the future of the command, let us 
strive together.  If I don’t prove to you that the 
changes are worth continuing then in two years 
time you have the choice again, but for now 
let’s move forward together.  To everyone that 
has made an effort to attend I also thank you, 
let us have a good conference together 

Lt Col Val Baker 
 
Report of conference: 
Thanks to all who attended and participated 
in the conference.  I hope that everyone who 
attended liked the new way things are to be 
done; a lot of little ways have changed like 
reading of the life members from the newest 
at 40 years of service to the longest years of 
service which is currently held by Gold Pnr 
Des Yorke at 64 years.  The longest years of 
service title is still held by the late Brigadier 
Baker at 66 years.  
I asked the RSM to watch and correct any 
uniforms which were not quite right as 
everyone came into the conference venue.  
Although he picked up on one or two he 
missed a lot out so I am going to mention a 
few that I picked up myself. 
Awards: It’s a subject which needs to be 
better informed about:  The round tuit 
award, it’s an award that the holder must 
look hard to find a recipient for the 
following year that really needs to get 
around tuit. It is not because someone just 
says that we are going to get around to 
presenting awards, no because they are 
already getting around to it, right then.   
So the award has been given to the 
Command, I have accepted it on their 
behalf, even if necessary for the old NZHQ 
staff as there was 22 awards presented at 
conference this year many of which should 
have been awarded before this one, so they 
needed a round tuit. The new staff members 

have made sure they got around tuit without 
the help of the award. 
However one could have given it to a 
number of current NZHQ staff members for 
they had not gotten around tuit by removing 
their own unit flashes off their uniforms or 
they had not put up their Frontiersmen 
shoulder titles, or one NZHQ staff who had 
not removed his gorget from his mess jacket.  
Or those members who had been told in 
conference by myself and had the rule read 
out that Black buttons should not be worn on 
their uniforms unless the member who 
passed on was from their unit.   These are all 
candidates for the round tuit award. Sgt 
Baker had a normal button that people could 
have worn if one wanted to.    I still have 
another one, the four units who never had 
the Puklowski trophy engraved for 
conference, and anyone of these could have 
received the award.  If you happen to be the 
holder and am not quite sure then ask for 
assistance, I don’t really mind receiving the 
award as it is in memory of my father but all 
be warned I will be on the lookout for 
someone who truly needs a round tuit next 
year, so if I have mentioned something that 
you need to do, you have one year to get it 
done. I am going to get someone else to help 
Ross next year as you all come through the 
door, that person will take note hopefully to 
help me with the selection.    
A special thank you to Pnr Dave West for 
the prayer/blessing when I became 
emotional when   I mentioned Gavin and Ian 
Bowater on the Saturday evening.  An 
honour for you to think of me in this way 
something that I know you have done for my 
father in years past. 
I look forward to seeing you in Whakatane 
with the other Mike Smith, great to see you 
back Mike.  
I would like to remind everyone that 
although Ali is a member of the NZHQ Staff 
Florrie is not, she doesn’t always know 
everything, so if you could direct your 
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questions to the appropriate place it would 
make her life a little easier at conference. It 
should be easier to recognise each of the 
girls now, so without me going into the 
features for Legion members the simplest 
way is Ali has glasses and she has the Sam 
Browne Florrie has neither and is a Sgt.   
Florrie only has one opportunity to correct 
uniforms and that is during the day of 
conference, although she admits most have 
been done now.       
I can always remember when I first joined 
the Legion travelling with my father, he did 
not always get the time to be able to answer 
every ones questions during the day, so 
would often say give it to Val.  This was 
good in some ways, but I learnt very quickly 
to have things in writing, so if you have a 
query write it down and I am sure the girls 
will pass it on.  
It was great finishing conference early 
giving most of us all a little more time to 
either have a break or to set things up for the 
evening, a special thanks to Wayne Burrows 
who attended his first conference and did 
not hesitate to help J Troop with sorting out 
the decorations, great to finally met both you 
and John.  I look forward to working with 
you in the future.  
Another thing that we need to sort out is the 
financial year of the command.  In previous 
years the Records Officer has split the 
capitations fees for part years.  So as nothing 
is in writing we need to formalise this next 
conference in the mean time.  As O Troop 
has new members joining something needs 
to be recorded.  The unit year is from the 1st 
of January to the 31st of December so half 
year is 1st January to the 30th of June.  The 
new capitations are in effect once voted on 
the new amount effective immediately so a 
half year is going to be anyone joining from 
the 1st of July in the year. The new amount 
is $50.00 plus $10.00 so as from the 1st of 
July it will be $25.00 plus the $10.00 that is 
$35.00 the $10 is for the badge that doesn’t 

get halved. If a person is before the end of 
June even if they join at the beginning of 
June they are up for the full capitations. 
There is no rule to say this can be done it is 
just something that has been done, J Troop 
will ensure that something is put forward for 
Whakatane.  
Oh I was talking to one of our local Police 
constables straight after conference,  (I get 
his bird seed in for him each month) and he 
told me that Katikati had CCTV around the 
township.  Someone noticed a Frontiersman 
remove signs, long arrow type, from outside 
the venue and place them into a van, but 
they weren’t anyone from our local troop, 
did we know anything about it. Firstly I 
didn’t know we had CCTV in town and 
secondly yes one of our members saw the 
culprit and they had been dealt with. 
Please the command has flogging trophies, 
three came to conference and three were 
removed by the same troop that had them, 
but everyone should know by now what are 
flogging trophies and what are not.  Still 
haven’t worked out what the pointless 
exercise was all about and officers have a 
responsibility not to encourage Frontiersmen 
to do things which is clearly against what I 
would of thought was a brotherhood.     
Val 
 
Deputy Commandant’s Report: 

 

Staff Adjutant’s & North Island Liaison 
Officers Report: 

Greetings one and all I was upset that I was 
unable to attend the funeral of Ian Bowater 
{Grumpy} due to been in OZ my 
condolences to the family. 
Good to see good turnout members for 
ANZAC dawn service held in Kawerau  
Things very quite at moment looking 
forward seeing you all at conference  
To those unwell wish you speedy recovery 
and sympathy to those lost love ones  
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God Guard Thee  
Arthur 
 
R.S.M’s Report: 
Hi to you all, well it is ½ way through the 
year, another conference over and I feel it 
was a good one at that.  I believe the ship is 
sailing on a good steady course. 
A big pat on the back for O Troop on their 
growth, whatever they are doing is working 
for them. 
It is sad to see H in recess and the loss of 
Grumpy; it opened my eyes to learn of his 
involvement in the voluntary world of 
Taupo.  He will be sadly missed by all in the 
central North Island.  
On the subject of dress it was pleasing to see 
the standard at conference. We are looking 
like a proud unit, you are making it hard to 
pick the best dressed.   
That is it from me till next time,  
God Guard Thee 
DR Vaile Pnr RSM   
 
Record Officers Report: 
Hi all, this is my first report as the newly 
appointed records officer. 
For those of you who were not at 
conference, I have created a form for every 
member to fill out for our NZ LOF records. 
This form is to be filled out with each 
members’ contact details and signed by that 
person stating that the information written is 
correct. Time and time again people had 
given contact information for other people, 
which was incorrect, causing issues when 
they needed to be contacted. I created this 
form so we could update our information 
and to have accountability for the contact 
details provided. Thank you very much to all 
those members who attended conference and 
filled out these forms. There were a few 
members who were at conference, who 
chose NOT to fill this form out, or may have 
simply forgotten to. Please note that you 

may be contenders for the “Round-Tuit” 
award. 
As the new records officer I ask for your 
cooperation with what I am trying to do to 
update our records. 
We will be sending out these forms to each 
unit for those members who were not at 
conference and have not filled one out yet. 
They are to be filled out one-per-person, not 
as a group. The form is at its first version, 
where the format may be edited over time 
where necessary. Please bear with me and 
fill it out as best you can with as much 
information you can and return it to me so I 
can update our NZ LOF members contact 
information. Please note that if you change 
addresses, or other contact information, we 
will be needing you to fill out and hand in 
another form. Thank you for your 
cooperation.  
Now, let's talk about this year’s conference. 
It was a new experience to sit at the top 
table, instead of at the back of the room 
trying to help sow/mend uniforms. As I had 
a lot to do this year being put in charge of 
receiving late registrations, finding change, 
sorting out forms, music and the TV 
Slideshow, being in charge of decorations, 
figuring out how to link up the wireless 
microphone that seemed to not want to 
cooperate... as well as other tasks required of 
me for being on NZHQ. I am sorry that I 
was not able to catch up with many of you. 
It was definitely a busy weekend being a 
part of both the new NZHQ and the host 
unit. I hope that next conference I will be 
able to relax a bit more and catch up with 
more of my fellow Frontiersmen. 
I would like to say a huge thank you to 
Wayne Burrows (from E squadron), Ann 
and Stephen Sheary and to our photographer 
Andrew Lau for helping me set up the 
decorations for the cabaret. Those battery 
candles and fairy lights were a bit of a pain 
to open and add batteries to but thankfully 
they looked pretty on the tables and around 
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the room. It was nice to see people’s 
surprised reactions when the battery candles 
were turned on/off with their remote at the 
start and end of the evening and at the toast 
to the 9000 at 9pm. Thank you also to Wei 
Zhen Kim (Wei Wei) who had to drive back 
to the house to pick up the Royal Blue table 
runners I had forgotten to bring, which were 
hanging up at home so they wouldn't get 
wrinkled after I ironed them. Thank you so 
much to everyone who helped out with 
decorating the room, many hands really did 
make 'light' work! 
I would also like to say a huge thank you to 
Florrie for putting in so much time and 
effort into sorting out the 2019 Financial 
Accounts. To some it may not seem like a 
long time - 40hrs+ of volunteer work - 
however when you are working as a full 
time employee from 8:30am-5pm and the 
only time available was to work on the 
L.O.F. accounts after-hours often until 10pm 
at night, every night, for over 2 weeks 
(working 12.5hr days) it can be very 
exhausting. Florrie tried very hard to fix the 
accounts and get them completed as soon as 
possible, only to be met with a few people 
complaining that they were not done fast 
enough. Yes, this year they may have been 
sent out late, however I don’t know if many 
people truly comprehend the amount of 
work that went into fixing and formatting 
those accounts. Making the accounts 
reconcile as the previous year’s accounts did 
not. Splitting the accounts down so that they 
could be compared and read more easily. To 
put it into a monetary figure, Florrie has 
saved the NZ LOF Command a bill of 
$4000+ in Accounting fees by fixing the 
accounts after-hours free-of-charge in her 
capacity as a Junior Accountant. The 
accounts should be a lot easier to do from 
now on. 
I know that Florrie never expects to get a 
thank you, but I found it a little 
disappointing with some of the comments 

she was met with at conference. We only 
want to do our best for the LOF, so that it 
can survive and thrive in this modern world, 
and fixing the accounts to show its financial 
standing correctly is one of them. 
But I for one would like to thank Florrie for 
all the hard work, and late nights she put 
into fixing the accounts for the L.O.F. 
Command. 
I look forward to continuing my work on 
NZHQ to bring the NZ LOF into the modern 
world. 
Ali  

 South Island Liaison Officers Report: 

Greetings from the Deep South.  To date we 
have had a busy year doing duties.  Also in 
the last 2 weeks we have recruited 7 people, 
so it is looking good for our unit in keeping 
the member numbers up.  I am proud to be 
OC of this unit; the future is looking good 
for us. 
I have found the best recruiting tool is word 
of mouth and that’s what our current 
members have been doing which resulted in 
new members.  We have also been putting 
our cards and flyers out at the BBQs we do, 
even if it reaches 1 person that is still a good 
start. 
On a sadder note, our sympathies go out to 
Ian Bowater’s family, very sad to learn that 
he had passed away.  It was always great to 
share a joke or two with Ian.  He will be 
deeply missed. 
To those on the sick list a speedy recovery 
and to those who have lost loved ones, our 
condolences to you all. 
God Guard Thee 
Capt Murray Hamblin PNR 
Overseas Liaison Officers Report:  
As we are coming into winter the Northern 
hemisphere are coming to their summer, and 
many overseas units are assisting with 
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commemorations of war battles from WWII 
etc.  We look forward to hearing from them 
how everything went in due course. Val  

Editors Report: 

As we come to another journal, I would like 
to record and thank Mike & Marilyn 
Subritzky for paying for the printing of the 
last journal.  At conference all decided that 
we would look at cost savings to continue to 
print the journal every quarter.  So instead of 
it being made into a book, that the journal 
would be loose page and stapled along the 
side, this means that the journal could be 
printed off by me as I once had, however 
with the new printer rather than the old one 
which I could print on A3 paper and fold in 
the centre. It can no longer do this. 
 N Squadron has volunteered to pay for this 
issue of the journal and that I am to put the 
costing forward so other units can decide if 
they can support the command with the 
printing of another issue. 
So for 100 copies of the journal and this can 
be reduced if people have the journal 
emailed to them.  20 pages or 10 A4 pages 
double sided = 2 ream’s of photocopy paper 
@ $7.20 per ream. Sometimes you can buy 
cheaper but not always. Plus the cartridge 
black ink at $60.00, colour would be a bit 
more expensive 3 colours add another 
$117.30 you can print 1,500 pages in colour 
using 5% coverage and the black is 3,000 
coverage using 5% coverage. Say 2,000 if 
you are going to gray scale the photos.  
Getting lost yet, plus staples.  So I think that 
they could be printed for say $74.00 or .74 
cents each, instead of $2.42 each. 
We would continue to fold the journals 
where we can and put into smaller envelopes 
which will save on postage and if any units 
can have them supplied via email and then 
we reduce the number required, again this 
will save the command money as the 
postage is a real killer.  

If there are any units who also can afford to 
pay this $74.00 for the printing can they 
please let us know? 
On another matter it was raised by Lt Clive 
Bracey about the front cover of the last 
journal not having a photo, so those who 
were not present understand the front cover 
is firstly used to notify members of the 
passing of a Frontiersman, secondly it is for 
a very clear photo received from units or 
members of an event or person in the 
Legion, unless its Christmas.  
Clive also asked why a photo of oldest 
serving member and our longest serving 
member was not used on the front cover.  So 
I did some investigating.  November 2015 
issue on the front cover a photo of our eldest 
serving member in the command and it says 
“our eldest acting member in our NZ 
Command” to all Doreen is now 
approaching 100 years of age and is still 
very active. Our longest living serving 
member was on the front cover back before 
February 2013, another Gold Pnr was on the 
front cover in November 2018 the whole of 
F Troop was on the front cover May 2014.   
I think that there has been a good coverage. 
However if there happens again to be a 
blank front cover it is my way of telling you 
all its time you sent in photo’s of high 
quality I did produce another issue in 
February 2014 which was a blank cover as 
well.  
Val 
Quartermasters Report: 
Since conference Florrie has purchased 
1,000 chain links in aluminium and has 
made up one set of shoulder chains.  It has 
taken her approximately 6 to 8 hours to do 
this.  However the weight difference is 
amazing, so for her sister who has problems 
in the shoulder it will be a huge help for her. 
The other benefit is they don’t go rusty and 
they stay with a high lustre shine. The 
command has plenty of shoulder chains 
available but if you have members that have 
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difficulty with the weight of the chains you 
may think about purchasing these from 
Florrie.   
Val   
 
C. Troop Report: 
Greetings from C Troop  
We have had some really hot weather in the 
bay lately; also there has been plenty of 
sporting activity plus our annual Art Deco 
Weekend.  
Lt Cawte is still waiting for his knee 
operation and is hoping to be able to go to 
conference in Katikati. That’s me for now.  
To those who are sick get well soon and to 
those who have lost loved ones, our 
condolences. 
God Guard Thee  
Sgt Sec Derek Gordon 
 
D Troop Report: 
E. Troop Report: 
Greetings to all from the wintery Waikato, 
and has winter certainly arrived over the 
past few days.  Hope you all stay well and 
don’t get any flu bugs.  Well as for 
Conference, what can be said? It was a 
wonderful affair for all those that attended 
and for those unable to attend, you definitely 
missed a cracker of an event.  What a pity 
that we did not have any overseas visitors in 
attendance to enjoy.  Our two members who 
attended their first conference were utterly 
enthralled by our camaraderie and will 
definitely be coming back for more.  
Congratulations are also warranted to all 
those members who were lucky enough to 
receive awards and trophies for their service 
this year, think every unit was represented.  
So until next Journal, be well, live long and 
prosper. 
 
Lieut Mike Smith, Pnr 
 
F. Troop Report: 

Journal time again unfortunately we up here 
have been going through rather a rough 
patch health wise, Don had 5 days in 
hospital with cellulites then spent the next 
three weeks recovering at home over period 
he was only able to get a pair of crocks on 
because his foot was so swollen he then got 
a nasty cough which turned out to be a chest 
infection, hopefully he is now over the 
worst, during this period of time I was 
suffering with so very painful sciatica 
fortunately the chiropractor seems to be 
getting this under control. Now Dale has 
broken her hip and has been in hospital for 
the last 2.5 weeks we hope she will have 
weekend leave for conference of cause this 
means that the rest of the unit have had to 
work extra hard to cover our Saturday 
morning duty. 

Unfortunately Des has been unable to attend 
conference this year as he has not been 
keeping the best of health lately. 

Don and I travelled to Taupo for the 
memorial service for Grumpy a long way 
but we felt it was necessary our thoughts go 
out to Janice and family. 

As time is running out on me I will close 
now but wish everyone who is on the sick 
list a speedy recovery and our sincere 
condolences to those who have lost a loved 
one. 

God Guard Thee 

Dawn 

 
J Troop Report: 
I would like to thank all of those members 
who travelled short and long distances to 
attend conference in Katikati.  A busy 
weekend but we all made it through.  I 
would like to thank the entire troop for all 
the work that they did to make sure it went 
as smoothly as possible. I caught a good 
case of the flu and by Monday was feeling 
that no end. 
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To those ladies and Anton who took the 
classes with Lorraine, she was our newest 
member of the troop and she also made the 
birthday cakes for Doreen, for these we all 
thank her. 
I’d say she was our newest member but the 
weekend before conference we had another 
member join us his name is Adrian Davey. 
We did his first reading on the Sunday 
afternoon as he had come in to help clean up 
with us much as he did to set up on Friday 
night.  Martin suggested as we were all in 
uniform to make the most of this and thus 
we had a quick meeting of the troop.  It was 
great to have Wei Zhen, Ann and Stephen 
also present.   
Adrian and Martin are keen to carry on with 
the clean up at the local cemetery,  it is great 
that they both have the same interest. 
Even though we are not able to keep up with 
Murray in O Troop, our little troop is also 
growing.  
Our conference photographer Andrew Lau 
who is a friend of Florrie’s travelled all the 
way down from Auckland to take the photos 
for the troop and wouldn’t let us pay him 
anything for his time.  He takes professional 
wedding photos etc and does do this as a 
side business, we are all extremely thankful 
for his work.  I am still trying to work out 
how I can get the unit photos and such out to 
you all. Andrew processed 200 photos 
before going home and the other 647 photos 
he is working on, when they come back to 
us, probably with a link up to the web, the 
girls may be able to add them to the Troop 
facebook page so members can take them 
off that. 
It was great to see Dave West and Mike 
Smith come to conference and to hear that 
Mike wants to rejoin the command is also 
great news. (Yes there are two)  I look 
forward as Commandant to receiving the 
paperwork in due course. 
To those of you who did not hear or know 
the jigsaw puzzle is made from Rimu that 

has been milled off the farm and like Dave 
West said a bit of Doug Baker for you all.  
As a host unit I think there should be a little 
more clarity on last minute cancellations or 
those who un-expectedly turned up. The 
troop made a policy early on; we didn’t want 
to take any registrations after the 31st March 
this is all to do with Catering, and 
accommodation was only being held until 
the same time.   So, we had a meeting and 
those  with compassionate reasons like H 
Troop who informed us two months out 
from conference we refunded all of the 
registration, as  we still had time to alter the 
catering, one  month out, the caterers had 
already organised numbers, so we could 
only refund Y with a percentage. One week 
out however it was too late and the unit had 
paid for the catering. In fact we also had 
guests whom we had booked and paid who 
could not attend at the last minute due to 
breaking his foot, my cousin was one 
reason, however this was already again paid 
for, by myself.  Thankfully it was made 
easier when the two extra arrived so our 
numbers balanced a little but we were still 
out of pocket due to cancellations not 
members just guests.  
It is also difficult for catering when the troop 
did not know of dietary problems, to me a 
diabetic needs small meals often, and four 
meals during the day on Saturday we 
thought would be covered.  Diabetics often 
need insulin it is not always about what you 
can or cannot eat, some are too much sugar 
and some are not enough.  If people have 
problems then I think they need to provide 
more information.  Like we knew that Ian 
had he attended would need soups rather 
than solid food, we were going to make his 
meals especially for him, he was not allowed 
bread but was able to have cream and butter, 
my cousin’s wife could not eat red meat so 
Chicken was provided, the girls boss is 
allergic to honey so this was checked out 
with the caterers beforehand.  



 

14 
 

The unit did provide a diabetic drink its 
called water as diabetic lemonade is still 
high in sugar. The added benefit of water is 
gluten free, fat free, sugar free, and sodium 
free. My point is for those members who 
have conditions we tried our best to cater but 
our Crystal ball doesn’t tell us everything. 
For conference at Whakatane both the unit 
and the personal attending need to make 
each other more aware, that way there 
should not be any disappointments. We 
apologise for any inconvenience that this 
may have caused anyone. The only 
knowledge we have is that Ali’s cat is a 
diabetic and has an injection twice a day. 
Another special thanks to Ali for working on 
the decorations and to Dianne for the 
introduction cards and things for the 
evening.  
Val 
 
N: Squadron Report: 
O Troop Report: 
Hello all and greetings from the Deep South.  
We’ve been busy for the last 2 months 
duties every week, so it’s been all hands on 
deck.  It has been challenging at times but 
we got there.  Conference is almost upon us 
and it should be a great weekend.  Meeting 
new friends and catching up with old ones.  
We have 5 members from O Troop 
attending conference this year which is 
great.   I am proud to lead them as their OC.
Our unit had a great attendance with 7 
members attending to remember the fallen.  
It was good to see as many young ones there 
that is good for the future of Anzac Day.
Two of our members have got us 6 
perspective members between them, 3 have 
had their 1st reading last Friday.  4 more in 
June, so it is looking good for our unit for 
numbers and duties.  Thanks to the 
commitment of all our members.

The unit did provide a diabetic drink its 
called water as diabetic lemonade is still 

fit of water is 
gluten free, fat free, sugar free, and sodium 
free. My point is for those members who 
have conditions we tried our best to cater but 
our Crystal ball doesn’t tell us everything. 
For conference at Whakatane both the unit 

ending need to make 
each other more aware, that way there 
should not be any disappointments. We 
apologise for any inconvenience that this 
may have caused anyone. The only 
knowledge we have is that Ali’s cat is a 
diabetic and has an injection twice a day.  
Another special thanks to Ali for working on 
the decorations and to Dianne for the 
introduction cards and things for the 

Hello all and greetings from the Deep South.  
We’ve been busy for the last 2 months with 
duties every week, so it’s been all hands on 
deck.  It has been challenging at times but 
we got there.  Conference is almost upon us 
and it should be a great weekend.  Meeting 
new friends and catching up with old ones.  
We have 5 members from O Troop 
attending conference this year which is 
great.   I am proud to lead them as their OC. 
Our unit had a great attendance with 7 
members attending to remember the fallen.  
It was good to see as many young ones there 
that is good for the future of Anzac Day. 

o of our members have got us 6 
perspective members between them, 3 have 

reading last Friday.  4 more in 
June, so it is looking good for our unit for 
numbers and duties.  Thanks to the 
commitment of all our members. 

Looking forward to seeing e
conference, to those on the sick list a speedy 
recovery and condolences to those who have 
lost loved ones  
God Guard Thee,  
Capt M Hamblin (PNR) 

 
W Troop: 
Hi from W Troop  
Hoping everybody is well and safe, I’ve 
done my first duty after my kne
replacements. Roanne and I travelled to 
Pahiatua to the young Farmers Shearing 
Competition. This ended up a very wet but 
enjoyable time, with so much heavy rain and 
the power cut off at 11:00am people were 
still coming and going, we pulled the plug at 
3:00pm. We were all packed up, had a little 
conference to decide to pack up and head to 
Stoke’s at Pahitua. Had a little chat and bite 
to eat and a hot drink all pretty cold and wet 
through, left their place at 4:30pm to head 
home. 
For us to do this duty it was 212km Trip 
(Return), all in all it was a great day except 
we were all like icebergs. We will say 
cheerio for now and catch up with you at the 
conference. 
Frontiersman Rob Roy  
Signing off God Guard Thee

 
Y Squadron Report: 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at 
conference, to those on the sick list a speedy 
recovery and condolences to those who have 

 

Hoping everybody is well and safe, I’ve 
done my first duty after my knee 
replacements. Roanne and I travelled to 
Pahiatua to the young Farmers Shearing 
Competition. This ended up a very wet but 
enjoyable time, with so much heavy rain and 
the power cut off at 11:00am people were 
still coming and going, we pulled the plug at 

00pm. We were all packed up, had a little 
conference to decide to pack up and head to 
Stoke’s at Pahitua. Had a little chat and bite 
to eat and a hot drink all pretty cold and wet 
through, left their place at 4:30pm to head 

was 212km Trip 
(Return), all in all it was a great day except 
we were all like icebergs. We will say 
cheerio for now and catch up with you at the 

Signing off God Guard Thee 
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Y squadron are saddened at the loss of Ian, 
such a lovely man, our condolences to all his 
family.  It was a lovely service.   
We are looking forward to Conference and 
don't have any duties at the moment but 
hope it will soon pick up.   
Arthur is keeping really well which is great 
news for us.  We wish everyone a great 
Conference and love to all, Julia and all at Y 
squadron xxx 
 
Members reports: 
Hi to everyone. 
It was good to see so many at the Kati Kati 
Conference. 
Thank you very much to our Commandant 
for dropping your Delegates in it at the last 
minute.  We had a ball. 
Also we, Stephen and Ann would love to 
say a huge THANK YOU for our 
accommodation.  We had a wonderful time. 
I (Ann) am still waiting on the results of my 
x-ray on my wrist.  I had it x-rayed on the 
Thursday before we went to Conference and 
they found that I had two old breaks and 
they think that it could have been from my 
fall in March.  Now I have had my hand x-
rayed again since getting home from 
Conference as when we were packing 
everything up, I was helping put the chairs 
up against the wall and next thing we heard 
an almighty crack.  Now the doctor thinks 
that I may have broken my thumb further 
down than the first break. We are playing 
the waiting game now.  I also managed to 
pick up the flu while away.  That seems to 
be life in the Sheary household.  Along with 
everything else Stephen has picked himself 
up a Head cold. 
Our passenger that we had to drop off in 
Bell Block (New Plymouth) enjoyed his 
ride.  We were delivering a Ring Neck 
Parrot for the Commandant.  The only time 
we heard anything out of him was when the 
cover over him slipped off and his cage hit 
the walking frame I had in the car. 

Otherwise we never even knew that he was 
in the car.  It was a pleasure to do that small 
job. 
Well I had better get this in or everyone will 
be wondering where my report has got to. 
God Guard Thee 
Ann and Stephen Sheary, J Troop. 
 
Editors note: 
The Commandant and Officer 
Commanding of J Troop must have a lot 
of faith in the abilities of her members to 
do that. Sorry you may have had a delay, 
on the road trip home with a fatal truck 
accident. One of our Saturdays guest’s 
son was the driver such a small world we 
have. 
 
Good evening Val 
 
I just wanted to pass on my thanks for 
putting on a great conference. It’s my first 
and I can’t wait till the next one.  
I could feel the passion and the respect for 
the Legion and what it stands for. 
Your troop did an amazing job. I enjoyed 
meeting everyone especially the young ones 
and seeing in particular the discipline and 
respect shown by both your daughters. I was 
blown away by how professional everyone 
remained during some of the heated 
discussions. 
Well done Katikati Troop  
 
GGT Wayne Burrows 
 
Editors Note: 
Thanks Wayne a special thank you from 
the troop for helping with the Saturday 
night set up.  
 
Overseas Reports: 

The new Topic page for April and May 
"Yorkshire, the Heart of England and the 
Heart of the Frontiersmen" is online from 
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April 1st at 
www.frontiersmenhistorian.wordpress.com 
or via a direct link on our old website 
www.frontiersmenhistorian.info 
Yorkshiremen in England say their English 
county is "God's Own County". Strongly 
democratic and wanting their leaders to do 
so purely on merit, Yorkshire held the 
largest number of active Frontiersmen 
Squadrons outside London until the late 
1960s when faulty leadership from Legion 
headquarters caused their numbers to 
dwindle badly. 
The copy of "Soldiers of the Queen" 
containing the transcript, but with full 
illustrations, of the talk by Dr Anne Samson 
last May to members of the Victorian 
Military Society in London on the "Origins 
of the Legion of Frontiersmen and the 
formation of MI5/6" has just arrived with 
History and Archives. We attach a scan of 
this important document for your interest. It 
is a matter of some regret that no uniformed 
Frontiersmen could be made available to 
explain to influential ex-military personnel 
in the audience what activities current 
Frontiersmen carry out, due to the fact that a 
Field Day had been organised on the same 
weekend. However, Anne's talk was 
exceptionally well received. It can be seen 
that she put in a considerable amount of 
preparatory work. Additional information 
was supplied by other members of the H& A 
team. 

Editors Note: (If anyone wants a copy I 
have one available on computer) 
 
Ian was so proud to see his son receive his 
Pioneer axe.  I posted the award down to Ian 
so he could present it to him.  As you can 
see it meant a lot to both of them and this 
photo was shown as part of his tribute at 
Ian’s service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt Ian Bowater presents his son Gavin  

Bowater his Pioneer Axe shortly before he 
passed away. 
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Awards Conference: 
The Frontiersman of the Year Award started 
in 1981 by the late Doug Baker, an award 
dedicated to one and sometimes two 
Frontiersmen a Year who have achieved 
greatness during either a short term or over a 
number of years. 
The award was once presented as a 
marching Frontiersman, and was also given 
to the host unit to display at the entrance of 
one’s Township, much like the Rotary and 
Lions emblems are displayed so people 
know that these organisations are operating 
within the area.  They have been made in 
aluminium and been painted by hand and 
also as the natural casting, some have been 
made in bronze.  At our local cemetery one 
can be found on Brigadier Bakers grave and 
as my family visit it whenever we leave 
town to attend a conference, I know of 
others who visit his grave when they come 
to town.   

Unfortunately the making of the marching 
Frontiersmen became too expensive, and 
after the death Major Claude Bathe in 1992 
a shield was donated by his family to 
remember Claude and appropriately he was 
a previous recipient of the award.  The 
award also became his memorial shield. 
Claude was based in Whakatane and had a 
long colorful history within the organisation.  
Some of us still remember him and there are 
two separate occasions that stick in my mind 
the most, the first many will remember him 
by, that is a photo in the paper taken in 1984 
at Wellington, when the NZ Government 
presented our command with our own 
regimental colours complete with battle 
honours.  Claude was  74 at the time and 
was so proud to be given the task which he 

was, standing up so straight that he over 
compensated and looked like he had an arch 
back and of course that is when the photo 
was taken. 
The second may not be well known was that 
Claude was involved with the capture of an 
escape prisoner from one of our prisons at 
the time, when the Legion in those days was 
called in to assist with the man hunt and 
another photo was taken by an Auckland 
paper of the Legion searching all vehicles as 
they left the cordon area.   
Unfortunately over the last 38 years not 
many of these recipients of this award still 
are serving, or even alive, only one of the 
two woman whom this award has been 
presented to, and that is Doreen who is with 
us tonight however of   11 men we have 
most attending they are worth of a mention 
as tonight’s recipient will be joining their 
ranks.   

These men just please raise your hand so 
anyone new to the organisation or our guests 
can know who you are.  So from the earliest 
recipient forward 2003 Gold Pnr Don 
Yearbury, 2006 Gold Pnr Des Yorke, 2009 
Pnr Ross Vaile, 2012 Pnr Mike Subritzky & 
Pnr Mike Smith, 2014 Pnr Arthur Myers & 
Pnr Murray Hamblin in 2018. 
Every year it is the task of our family to 
select one person, sometimes two, to be 
recognized for their service to the command 
or their unit. We have been watching this 
person for a number of years and one 
occasion sticks out in my mind year after 
year, we keep going back to it.  This 
Frontiersman is always available to help out, 
puts his heart and soul into fostering the 
Legion as a whole, he is always prepared.  
That was the chosen theme for this year, as 
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most of you know there are about 10 
different categories one could be selected on 
including any other category not mentioned 
in the rule book.  He is always prepared to 
travel to assist other units, drive his vehicle 
to meetings, always happy and never lets his 
health get him down.  
So who amongst us is prepared, do you 
remember 2014 conference in Whakatane 
when the fire alarm was set off at 6 in the 
morning and the fire brigade kicked us all 
out of warm beds and we all paraded around 
in pj’s only one man turned up prepared.  I 
am not sure if he set off the alarm with 
burning toast but he was the only one of us 
who was in uniform that morning, I would 
ask him to come forward to receive this 
2019 Frontiersman of the Year award.   

Cpl Reg Clarke: 

 

Gold Pioneer Ray Hammond Memorial 
Trophy for inspiration:  
This is awarded by J Troop Katikati and 
there have been two nominees this year both 
where discussed in length at the Troops 
Annual General meeting held in January. 
This award goes to a Frontiersman who saw 
something within the Legion that he wanted 
to be a part of. 
He has had a positive impact on those 
around him, he is always asking questions 
on the Legion making people at times think 
outside the square and has always been a 
positive influence on those around him. 
He has always been available to help out 
with duties and is friendly to his fellow 
members and to the general public.   He has 

always shown the respect for rank and other 
Frontiersmen who joined before him.   

He has been able to advise myself when I 
have been under pressure and has been a 
very sound person to go to for his opinion 
which is unbiased and not influenced by 
history or personal matters. As this award 
goes to someone who only has been in the 
Legion for a short time he has been able to 
give his perspective on matters from a new 
members point of view often one that many 
of us don’t take into consideration and well 
worth listening to. Traditions and the 
running of the Legion have been an 
inspiration to both older and newer 
members. 
In fact even when faced with his own 
personal crisis he always was available to 
offer advice and a different perspective.  He 
truly has been an inspiration, for this reason 
we the troop have decided that the following 
person should receive this award: 

I now call on Martin Layzell to come 
forward. 
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