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Last Post: 

1527 A Hooke                    N Squadron 

Associate: 

  

Commandant’s Report: 

Merry Xmas everyone another Xmas 

festive season is upon us all.  We have 

been extremely busy with Legion matters 

organising replacement medals and dies, 

sorting out papers and working with a 

member of the public who is interested in 

opening up a new unit in the South Island. 

In the last year we have had an increase in 

numbers and thankfully very few of our 

members have left, or have been lost to us. 

The increases as it looks far outweigh the 

losses and that must be a first for a number 

of years.  Great to see past Frontiersmen 

rejoin the ranks.  Welcome to all the new 

members, the increases are in N & J and a 

big welcome to those in O who are once 

again gaining in strength in leaps and 

bounds. Hard to beat Murray but we still 

all need to try. 

The opportunity for a new unit to start 

again in Christchurch is one that Murray 

and I are working hard to foster and to 

assist with the foundations.  It’s great to 

have contacts within the outside 

organisations that have given us a green 

light on an opportunity of developing 

some real growth in our numbers. 

I have had another set of conference 

minutes bound 1996 to 2006 or maybe it’s 

2008, however that now completes all the 

way through to 2018, I am now searching 

for minutes from 1995 backwards, which I 

hope to be able to find over the Xmas 

break. 

We all need to think about the annual 

general meetings of our own units and any 

remits that you want to bring forward and 

any matters that you want to discuss.  This 

way you can have a good talk with your 

fellow members at your meetings to put 

your ideas together. 

To everyone within New Zealand and 

further afar take care of yourselves at this 

time of year especially.  It is the time of 

year for reflection and I have included 

many comments or sayings made by noted 

worthy people to give you some food for 

thought, as we sit back and contemplate 

the previous year and how it all has slipped 

by so quickly and all hope that the next 

year of 2020 is better. 

God Guard Thee all 

Val. L247 

 

Freedom:    "Freedom is not worth 

having if it does not include the freedom 

to make mistakes." Mahatma Gandhi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service: “Service to others is the rent 

you pay for a room in heaven” 

Muhammad Ali. 

Deputy Commandant’s Report: 

 

Courage:     "Whether you think you 

can or you think you can't, you're 

right" Henry Ford 

 

Staff Adjutant’s & North Island Liaison 

Officers Report: 

Greetings fellow Comrade's, well not lot to 

report, the weathers kind to me and I have 

no problems with my health. 

The squadron (Y) seems to be ticking 

along duties wise, we have done our usual 

ones, keeping our head above water. 

The Clarke family have been to Gold 

Coast and my Sgt/Secretary Julia is over in 

Scotland due back early January. 

As this is my last report for 2019, I would 

like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year. 

Those that unwell I wish you speedy 

recovery and my sympathy goes out to 

those who have lost love ones.  

 

GGT  

Arthur  

 

Seclusion:     "Originality thrives in 

seclusion free of outside influences." 

Nikola Tesla 

 

R.S.M’s Report: 

Greetings to all out there in letter box land; 

well it is the end of another year and 

nothing done apart from getting older.  

I trust you have learnt something new and 

taught somebody something they didn’t 

know.  We can all learn something new. 

Remember true friends will stand side by 

side and face any challenge. 

Have a good Xmas and a prosperous New 

Year, slow down and travel safe.  It is 

better to be 5 minutes late than not at all. 

This year I have taken on a position with 

the Katikati RSA executive and have been 

busy with presentations evenings including 

the latest with the cadet force, 3 nights in 

one week, and one dinner with the RSA, 

one bus company and one dinner with the 

LOF all inside 10 days. Plus although 

doing a course this week with the bus 

company I normally am driving 106 km a 

day picking up kids for school and then 

driving Val’s truck in between.  Sleep in 

this Saturday morning ready for the local 

float parade duty and a sleep in again on 

Sunday.  So yes one could say I have been 

keeping myself busy, no time to get old. 

That’s it love to all,  

RSM NZHQ DR Vaile GGT. 

 

 

 

Transformation:    "We delight in the 

beauty of the butterfly, but rarely admit 

the changes it has gone through to 

achieve that beauty." Maya Angelou 

 

 

Record Officers Report: 

Hi everyone, 

I’ve been really busy lately and sometimes 

wondering why I didn't enjoy my freedom 

from assignments more after I graduated 

University. Earlier this year I enrolled into 

an Introduction to Horticulture paper 

through Open Polyphonic. It seemed like a 

great idea at the time, but by my second 

assignment I realised that I must be a bit of 

a glutton for punishment. However, I'm 

learning a lot and opening up new 

opportunities for myself. 

I have also recently started a new job 

which is keeping me on my toes. I am 

working as an Office Administrator at a 

new company called Eqalis Research 

Limited. Every day is busy, but I'm 

working with an amazing team and 

thoroughly enjoying my work. 

Now enough about me, let's move on to 

the L.O.F. 

For those members who have units with 

funds earning interest (held by NZHQ), 



please make sure that you get your 

registration forms in if you are wanting to 

attend conference, so you can apply for 

your financial assistance allocation. If you 

leave this too late and miss the close off 

date you may miss out on your conference 

financial assistance for the year. 

Another reminder is that you need to get 

your Units annual returns (Financial 

reports) and capitations in. They are due 

by the end of February, but the sooner you 

can get these in the better as these things 

can be forgotten. 

Congratulations to those units who have 

gained new and returning members this 

year, it is great to see. Welcome to the 

brotherhood of the Legion of 

Frontiersmen, I look forward to meeting 

you in person one day. 

I hope everyone is doing well and that you 

all have a great Christmas and a happy 

New Year! 

God Guard Thee 

Captain Ali Baker 

Destination:    "One's destination is 

never a place, but a new way of seeing 

things." Henry Millar 

 

 Central North Island Liaison Officers 

Report: 

 Greetings Comrades, 

As this year is ending, and this will be the 

Last Journal for 2019. I wish you one and 

all, an Enjoyable Festive Season, and Lets 

all work Side by Side going into 2020. 

Due to other Commitments, this Report is 

going to be short, my Apologies to one and 

all. 

God Guard Thee 

Kathy Capt 

Ability is what you're Capable of doing 

Motivation Determines what you do 

Attitude Determines how Well you do it. 

 Author unknown 

Achievement: "Only those who dare to 

fail greatly can ever achieve greatly." 

Robert F Kennedy 

 South Island Liaison Officers Report: 

Hi everybody.  Another year almost gone.  

It has been a busy year for our unit, we 

have a few more duties coming up, and 

then looking forward to relaxing with our 

family for the Xmas period. 

As OC of O Troop I am very proud that 

we have recruited 3 new members and re-

joined 3 past members.  On behalf of O 

Troop I would like to welcome F/M B 

Mowday, F/M H Campbell, Perspective 

member Jan Donaldson, and re-joining 

members F/M Cathy Sadler, F/M Lynn 

Jones and F/M Brian Sadler.  All of our 

members are very valued as without them 

the unit wouldn’t function and it also 

makes my job a lot easier.  The old saying 

‘to get respect we must earn it’ and 

respecting each other is the only way units 

will function properly.  All respect starts 

from HQ and filters down to the units, 

thanks to Val for making that happen, the 

communication has been great.  We have 

got our jobs to do and that keeps us on our 

toes, so it is good for our organisation as a 

whole. 

As The South Island Liaison Officer I 

would like to wish all members throughout 

NZ Command a very merry Xmas and a 

prosperous New Year.  Hopefully 

everyone who is unwell will have a speedy 

recovery, and for anyone who has lost a 

loved one, please accept our condolences.  

God Guard Thee 

Capt Murray Hamblin PNR 

Thank you Murray. 

 



Change: “The world as we have created 

it is a process of our thinking.  It cannot 

be changed without changing our 

thinking.” Albert Einstein 

Overseas Liaison Officers Report: 

Quartermasters & Editors Report: 

NZ Headquarters have been working hard 

to bring about a new supply of medals to 

replenish our stock levels, we are also 

sourcing the long service ribbon which has 

become a bit of a problem for us in J 

Troop as the website doesn’t have  a very 

good contact system for one to explain the 

type of ribbon one is looking for nor is 

there a contact address, but knowing my 

luck it’s because I can’t understand where 

to find that information so one will have to 

wait for some young ones or someone who 

is more computer savvy than I am with 

that one.  

From the Editors desk, I need to explain 

the photo requirements for the journal. 

Recently I received a hard copy on a 

printed A4 page of a photo with great 

thoughts of adding it to the front cover of 

the journal. The page even included the lay 

out for the front cover. A member dressed 

in Santa Claus outfit (couldn’t recognise 

him other than Santa one would expect 

that) also in the photo was four children all 

by appearance are minors.  They would 

probably need to have parents consent and 

unfortunately I do not know nor was I told 

who they were they may have in fact been 

relatives of our member Santa but one is 

leaving ourselves open for copyright issues 

from a family. As much as it was a great 

photo, photos need to be sent preferably in 

electronic form or by a very high 

resolution print so when it is rescanned it 

can handle the work needed for it to add to 

the journal. This photo was very clear and 

great to see a happy Santa seems a twinkle 

in his eye. 

I also reserve the front cover to the 

members of our organisation who are 

recently passed.  This issue although a 

Christmas issue is also still a reminder of 

those like Sonny who have left us at this 

Christmas time. If I have a photo of a 

recently passed member I will always add 

them first to the cover of the journal. 

Overseas to all of our friends and 

associates throughout the Legion world we 

here in New Zealand send to you our 

Christmas Cheer may you have a fantastic 

day whether it is with family or friends let 

us all continue to work together for the 

benefit of the LOF as a whole. 

Val  

 

Reflection: “Life can only be understood 

backwards, but it must be lived 

forwards.” Soren Kierkegaard 

 

C. Troop Report: 

Greetings from a hot and sunny Hawkes 

Bay, we have had some scorcher days in 

November.  We wanted the warm weather 

and we have certainly got it now. 

O.C Robin Cawte is still waiting for his 

knee replacement hopefully he will get it 

done early next year. 

My hobby is growing Cacti and Succulents 

of which I have approx. 2,000 plants in 

various size pots and at the moment I have 

been trying to find shady areas to store 

them as even succulent plants can get 

sunburnt.  

That’s me for now. 

C Troop wishes you all a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

God Guard Thee 

Sgt Sec Derek Gordon. 

 

Confidence: “No one can make you feel 

inferior without your consent.” Eleanor 

Roosevelt 

 

D Troop Report: 

 

Outlook: “Look at situations from all 

angles, and you will become more open” 

Dalai Lama 

 

E. Troop Report: 

A caption from a 1921 Newspaper Article. 



A meeting of the Legion of Frontiersmen, 

C Squadron, was held in the Garrison hall 

last evening Mr W Brechin presiding over 

an attendance of 30 members. 

The chairman reported that the programme 

for conference week had been drawn up, 

and that matters in connection with the 

visit of Major-General Sir Andrew Russell 

were well advanced.  One lady member 

was admitted at the meeting last night. 

A remit was drawn up for submission to 

conference, urging that the present 

uniforms be retained for a period of three 

years. 

The matter of the old Frontiersmen’s 

Gazette was brought up, and a remit urging 

that a New Zealand Gazette for circulation 

to frontiersmen be published. The 

Chairman and Lieuts J Hurrey, Newsham, 

and C White were appointed delegates to 

conference 

The following is the detailed programme 

for conference week:- 

Saturday June 25 Guard of Honour falls at 

8 a.m. at wharf, 10.30 inspection of high 

school cadets by Major General Russell 2 

p.m. inspection of C Squadron, 8 p.m. 

picture theatre Poverty Bay Club. Sunday 

June 26 10 a.m. church parade in Garrison 

Hall, 2 pm motor car ride to T e Karaka 

and afternoon tea at Frontiersman JB 

Poynter’s Monday 27th 10 a.m. till 5 p.m. 

conference 8 p.m. military hall in 

Assembly Hall., Tuesday June 28 10 a.m. 

till 5 p.m. conference 8 p.m. boxing 

championships in Garrison Hall (cadets) 

Wednesday June 29 Conference cup 

shooting Match 8 p.m. smoke and social 

evening. Thursday June 30 10 am to ...p.m. 

conference. 

Mike Smith.  

As advised in my email of 17 September 

3562 HUGGARD Bruce Duncan 

Ex Legion member 

Born 1939 New Plymouth 

Enlisted For Compulsory Military 
Training [CMT] 
Joined Legion of Frontiersmen 20 
October 1983 [‘A’ Squadron] 
Died 17 September 2019 

Supplied by Lt Mike Smith 

 

 
 

Just because it may be hard for you to 

read this little advert that came out of a 

1957 paper, it reads the following:  

 

Frontiersmen conference and reunion to 

be held at Timaru today. (top left 

corner) 

(Underneath it reads.) 

Rheumatics or no rheumatic, Fred 

won’t miss a reunion.  

Supplied by Audrey Henderson (nee 

Bathe) 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 

‘E’ Squadron 

 

Well, greetings to all who read this report. 

The Squadron has been rather quiet during 

the past year with no activity as regards 

duties in the community. 

As for the idea of a unit keeping a record 

of hours of activity such as conference or 

unit gathering &c, this is a really good idea 

and gives a better indicator of what a unit 

is doing. 

It is always a sad fact that we get older and 

in due course we pass over the great 

divide.  We are losing several of our 

stalwarts every year.  We as New Zealand 

Command need to have more serious 

discussions at every command gathering to 

nut out a new strategy on recruitment, we 

need to get rid of any complacency.  As is 

always said ‘many heads are better than 



one’ and ideas need to be bought up sooner 

rather than later.  This needs to be done 

before it’s too late.  If you have any ideas 

that work in your area, please feel free to 

share it with others. 

We at ‘E’ Squadron hope you all have a 

good 2020. 

God Guard Thee 

(M.D Smith) Pnr, Lieut, & OC 

 

 

Perspective: “The world is round and 

the place which may seem like the end 

may also be only the beginning” Ivy 

Baker Priest 

 

F. Troop Report:  

Meetings     Bi Monthly   2nd Sunday of 

month      place and time to be advised 

Well journal time again and nearly the end 

of another year where have the last 11 

months gone 

Sorry we missed the last journal time just 

seemed to disappear we don’t seem to 

have much happening up this way so there 

is not much to report although we did 

attend Doreen’s 100th birthday back in 

June. 

Unfortunately our income for the next 12 

months will be down as one of our major 

fund raising duties has been postponed due 

to a change in its format and not having 

time to get everything in place in time.  

As this is the last journal for the year we 

hope you all have a Merry Xmas and enjoy 

time with your families.  

To those who are not keeping the best of 

health we hope that you will be feeling 

better soon and to those who have lost a 

loved one our sincere condolences  

God Guard Thee 

Dawn 

OC: Lt C Bracey Pnr,  

P.O. Box 6029 Whangarei. 

Sgt/Sec DS Yearbury Pnr 

143 Otaika Road Whangarei 0110 

ph: 021 0297506 09 – 4382601  

Tradition: “Tradition is not the worship 

of ashes, but the preservation of time.” 

Gustav Mahler 

 

H Troop Report: 

 

Faith: “The best way to find out 

whether you’re on the right path? Stop 

looking at the path.” Marcus 

Buckingham 

 

J Troop Report: 

The troop has gained a new member 

Adrian Davey and we welcome him to our 

fold.  It is always great to have new 

members join and ones with enthusiasm 

especially are rewarding for all. 

We have been busy with a few duties one 

with at the Tauranga Boys College when 6 

of us turned out, from 8 to 3, I think it was.  

Always interesting and we also ensure we 

have fun as well as a troop.  

We have continued with our dinner nights 

every two months and we had an extra 

dinner to attend as we were invited to the 

Katikati RSA formal dinner on Monday 

the 11th of November with 5 members of 

the J Troop in full mess kits. They   

surprised me asking me to sit at the top 

table with the President of both the RSA 

Glen Burt and the President of the Katikati 

Rotary Club and the Manager of the 

Western Bay Museum Paula Gaelic.  

Seems that Ross knew what was going on 

but I did not have a clue why I had been 

asked to sit there.  An honour that it seems 

the RSA are now wanting to correct the 

years of break down between them and the 

Legion of Frontiersmen, amazing how a 

change in leadership on the RSA side has 

seen many changes take place over the last 

couple of years. 

This evening was an evening that we 

thought we were to attend the presentation 

of an award to Subs, for his past years of 

service in Rhodesia I believe. The Polish 

Government was awarding a medal to him 

and this was to be presented that evening. 

However not only did the RSA present this 



award they in fact had two surprises 

installed for Paula and myself. Paula 

received a certificate for her work in the 

museum on a massive display of WW1 & 

WW2 and the RSA presented me with a 

certificate of appreciation on the work I 

did to bring the recognition to those 11 

servicemen who had been left off the first 

honours board at the memorial hall in 

Katikati and work at the cemetery.    

Frankly as we all know I am not usually 

lost for words, this honour was a complete 

surprise to me and one that came out of 

nowhere. It wasn’t just about me because I 

had people who helped me with the 

research, but they kept telling me you had 

the push and drive to make sure that it got 

done. So to all of those who helped me this 

appreciation is also yours.  

The two girls have changed jobs or about 

to for one of them.  Florrie will need to be 

travelling to Tauranga but the increase in 

her wages will far outweigh that 

inconvenience. This will also mean that we 

will probably want to change accounting 

firms for the NZLOF as Florrie was the 

one that did all the accounting sorting for 

us and then KCA did a review on the 

accounts by doing  this it saved us money. 

Ali’s job is a real change from her 

previous one and is with a research group 

with whole new fields opening up to her. 

We are sending down to Murray the 

trousers we have in stock and the last two 

large jackets that we received from the 

local Maori wardens so I hope that 

something fits his members. 

This is the first time we haven’t heard 

from Ann and Stephen so I hope things are 

going well for them down that way.   

To all its going to be a hot Christmas make 

sure you can stay cool, watch out for sun 

damage enjoy your time over Christmas 

remember to try to have a break, take care 

of your health and take care of each other. 

From all of the members of J we wish you 

all the festive seasons’ well wishes. 

God Guard Thee all, 

Val 

 

 

 

Look what happens when the boss isn’t 

looking!  

(check out our facebook page for more 

photos) 

 

 

Christmas Parade Katikati 2019 

 

 



 

Daring: “Faith is taking the first step 

even when you don’t see the whole 

staircase.” Martin Luther King Jnr. 

 

Verve: “Life is about using the whole 

box of crayons” RuPaul 

 

N: Squadron Report: 

Greetings to all From the Manawatu 

Not too much to Report on at this time, we 

have picked up a New Associate Member, 

since last report. 

Spring is upon us again; time to do the 

lawns and gardens, for the festive season, 

which is only 5 weeks away. (At time of 

writing report) 

So if you are going away for the festive 

season, Please don't drink and drive & eat 

too much. 

So have a happy Christmas, and a Happy 

New Year, drive safely and be Happy. 

Free your Mind from Worries 

Live Simply Give More 

Be Happy. 

Signing off now, hoping everyone else is 

in good health, and to those who may be 

not feeling well, a speedy recovery, to 

better health in 2020. 

As summer is coming, Hotter Weather, 

don't get Burnt, have a good summer, 

Drink lots of Water. 

God Guard Thee 

Alfred Hepburn Pnr 

Discovery: “Do not go where the path 

may lead, go instead where there is no 

path and leave a trail,” Ralph Waldo 

Emerson 

O Troop Report: 

Hello all and greetings from the Deep 

South.  It has been a busy year for our unit 

as far as duties go.  It has been easy 

organising members for those duties as all 

of our members are keen to help out.   

The weather down here has been a mixed 

bag, fine one day and raining the next.   

I’m sure as summer fast approaches the 

weather will be awesome. 

We are helping out with the annual Xmas 

parade on the 30th November, we will be 

doing the points for traffic directing, 12 of 

our members are contributing their time, 

we do this duty for free as a way of 

helping the community and also it’s good 

promotion for our unit. 

Duties coming up include Ascot Park 

Xmas Races, and the Tapanui Races.  On 

the same day as the Tapanui races we also 

have the Christmas variety show at 

Stadium Southland, so we have split up the 

members so we are not rushing from one 

event to the next.  Next year as part of The 

Burt Monroe Challenge we will again be 

helping out at The Bluff Hill Climb. 

On behalf of O Troop, I would like to wish 

everyone a merry Xmas and a happy new 

year. 

To those on the sick list, a speedy recovery 

and to those who have lost loved ones, our 

condolences.  

God Guard Thee 

Capt M Hamblin 

Transition:    "You never change your 

life until you step out of your comfort 

zone; change begins at the end of your 

comfort zone." Roy T. Bennett 

 



W. Troop Report: 

Hi from W Troop, 

Hoping everybody is well and safe, our 

sympathy goes to those who have lost 

loved ones.  I hope everyone has a good 

Christmas and New Year for 2020. Best 

wishes to those who have birthdays and 

wedding anniversaries. 

Personally, I have been very busy for the 

year with all my voluntary work and 

cooking for the friendship meals once a 

week, and now I am preparing for 

Christmas Community lunch on behalf of 

the City Mission. 

My wife and I have had a rough 3-4 weeks 

with myself collapsing at home and being 

admitted to hospital needing more tests. 

Xmas Message: 

Reaching out to our family and friends 

If we reached out more often 

And took more time to chat 

if we looked more to others 

We would find much more to share 

If we took more time to listen 

And more time to understand 

Stretched out a hand in friendship 

And touched another’s hand 

Our lives would be much brighter 

For kindness has a way of paying 

Back the giver 

And lightening up his day 

So when you’re asked to lead an ear 

Or help someone in need 

Remember-that in reaching out 

You sow a precious seed 

(from ‘The peoples Friend” magazine) 

Frontiersman Rob Roy 

Signing off God Guard Thee 

Identity: “Always remember that you 

are absolutely unique. Just like 

everyone else.” Margaret Mead 

Y Squadron Report: 

 

. Hi Val I'm under pressure !!!!!! For the 

Journal: - Hi from Sunny Whakatane, we 

are off to freezing cold Edinburgh in 

November coming back to Sunny 

Whakatane in January 2020.  We want to 

send our love to all and it won't be long 

until Our Conference which we are all 

looking forward to. Have a truly lovely, 

happy memorable Christmas and New 

Year and may God keep you all safe. Love 

Julia alias Tickety Boo xxx 

Commitment:    "The quality of a man's 

life is in direct proportion to his 

commitment to excellence regardless of 

his chosen field of endeavour."  Vince 

Lombardi Jr. 

 

Overseas Reports: 

The new Topic page for December and 

January "Independence" is online from 

December 1st at 

www.frontiersmenhistorian.info 

The two history websites have been 

consolidated under the original website 

address although typing the wordpress 

address will still take you to the correct 

pages. There will no longer be any 

advertisements, the photos are at a better 

resolution, and the layout is more modern, 

using modern technology so that it can be 

viewed easily on phones. 

Although the original ideas of the Legion 

of Frontiersmen have always been upheld 

around the world, there has been a degree 

of independence in individual countries 

and individual units. This is based on local 

needs. At times Commonwealth (originally 

Empire) Headquarters situated in London, 

http://www.frontiersmenhistorian.info/
http://www.frontiersmenhistorian.info/


thought of as the centre of the 

Commonwealth, has tried to set rules for 

everything, but this has never worked. 

Frontiersmen are by nature of an 

independent spirit and have comfortably 

adapted the Legion to their local needs. In 

this topic we give some indication of how 

some local units used their own 

modifications. Once again, Winston 

Churchill appears in the story. Never a 

volunteer Frontiersman himself, he was 

well aware of the Legion and its ways. 

Legion archives hold a personal letter 

written by Lady Churchill in response to 

the Legion’s condolences sent when the 

great man died. 

Geoff Pocock 

 

Resilience “It is curing our darkest 

moments that we must for us to see the 

light.” Aristotle 

 

A quick thanks, Val.  I have only this 

evening found time to download the 

photos.  Immediately a couple of treasures 

- the Northern Command photo - most of 

theirs have vanished - and the photo of 

Gordon Woods and Sir Rodney Moore.  At 

last a photo of Gordon Woods!  David and 

I have been discussing him.  He was the 

most efficient records officer we had in 

UK for many years, but when he died, 

much of his hard work was lost.  We have 

just picked up some of it, which David is 

going to digitise.  He was one of a number 

of Frontiersmen who had worked for the 

Royal Palace in London.  When he retired 

he moved to the Isle of Man for his final 

years.  The story is that after he died 

nobody bothered to contact his family for 

some time.  In the meantime the family 

had had a bonfire of "useless papers".  I 

don't know whether that story is wholly 

true but certainly much of his records have 

vanished, so it is great to have a photo of 

him in uniform. 

Thanks so much. 

I will slowly download the rest of the 

photos over the next days. 

Geoff. 

 

Tenacity: “I try to avoid looking 

forward or backward, and try to keep 

looking upward.” Charlotte Bronte  

  

Dear Val and Ken 

 

Thank you both for including our article 

on Corps Day in your Newsletters. It is 

good to see so much good work being 

done by Frontiersmen everywhere. 

Next year is going to be a very busy year 

indeed with celebrations/commemorations 

for the 75th Anniversary of VE Day and 

more besides. So it’s planning time again!! 

Thank you for keeping in touch and best 

wishes to all Frontiersmen wherever you 

may be. 

Derek 

God Guard Thee 

Legion Major Derek H Bristow OBE DL  

Countess Mountbatten's Own Legion of 

Frontiersmen 

Commonwealth Command 

Community and Public Affairs Office 

 

Positivity: “I find, when you’re an 

optimist, life has a funny way of looking 

after you.” Simon Sinek 

 

  

 The duty I started decades ago for our 

Squadron to take on was carried out 

Thursday last,  

Not yet five in the morning, to get ready 

for the trip to War Graves, the long trek 



down to the Isle of Iona.  

Thanks to the permit we had permission to 

take the car across, not lightly given to 

many. The day was fine and sunny but 

bitter with wind chill, the single-track road 

down free from visitors, and the views 

magnificent in Autumn colours. Our 

instructions are ‘wrap up well’ may be 

snow in the glens, on route. The Bens 

topped with snow caps, and the small 

lochs on route reflected the blue of the sky, 

lonely and rippled. Not always available to 

cross and weather so bad it stops the ferry, 

that day, however, forecast reasonable, but 

cold. The crossing was lively and bitter 

cold.  

I had made enquiries, at the ferry terminal 

whether it was still open for food, bacon 

rolls will be most welcome. before we 

crossed.   We, with the thought of bacon 

rolls and hot coffee, comforted our 

mission, to some haste. 

At the ferry office, I ordered the rolls and 

they were presented to us.’ I know why 

your here’ she said, ‘No Charge’! How 

kind and thoughtful. ‘Come out from 

behind the counter ‘I said, ‘Why’ ‘Because 

I wish to give you one very large hug!’ 

‘I know you from last year ‘she said, she 

was wrong, last year the weather was bad. 

and we didn’t parade, it was two year ago! 

She gave me her email address to send her 

reports and pics, another friendship made 

for our troops.  

We place wooden crosses on each war 

grave in each cemetery, on route back, 

,apart from Scour, which is too remote,  

To visit young McLaren, 20, killed in 

action, Black Watch, a duty for us to do, 

asked by his regular Company, who are on 

active service, Many Merchant 

Seamen  washed up on our shores, some 

with no ship mentioned, torpedoed from 

both wars, buried in the nearest ground. 

This is like visiting family, as we have 

done for many years, some we picnic with 

our ‘ Piece’, ( food ) to rest awhile. . we 

drove to the Abbey to seek our comrades 

therein. from Argyll & Bute 

Ken,  Pnr,   Scots,, LOF,   GGT  

  

 

 

 

 

Fortitude: “Strength does not come 

from physical capacity.  It comes from 

an indomitable will.” Mahatma Gandhi. 

 

 

Dear Ken and Philip, 

  

I attended a Remembrance parade (with 

my Legion regalia) at Foulden in the 

Scottish Borders. Wondered whether you'd 

like the pictures and the following caption: 

  

LEGION PRESENCE IN THE 

SCOTTISH BORDERS 

  

On a grey Remembrance Sunday morning, 

with fine views of the Cheviot Hills in the 

distance, Staff Sgt. Stuart Millson took 

part in the service at Foulden, 



Berwickshire. Many local people attended 

the commemoration, which saw a 

remarkable natural happening... at 11am 

precisely, a huge skein of migrating geese 

flew across the countryside and village, in 

a v-formation. Scottish and Irish legends 

of such birds, bearing the souls of 

returning heroes, came to mind, in this 

landscape of history, ancient wars and 

feuds. 

Stuart 

 

Creativity “One of the virtues of being 

very young is that you don’t let the facts 

get in the way of your imagination.” 

Sam Levenson 

 
  

 

 Poppy Scotland 

inclement weather, had to use Aros Hall, 

First duty of new trooper recruit, 

Trooper Donna Seward took pics, 

One more day to go, and another at sea. 

casting wreath.   Ken GGT 
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