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THE WELCOME GUEST.

Here is a guest welcome as spring flowers who had his
feet frozen in Canada in 1885—the only time in his remarl-
able career that he has suffered from cold feet. In those
days the man who is now Captain Roger Pocock, our Foun-
der, belonged to the Royal North West Canadian Mounted
Police. In these days he belongs to us, to the Empire, a
unique untiring figure, game as a pebble, refusing to take
any notice of Anno Domini, penetrating to far corners in an
earth he knows so well and hardly noticing that he will
ble three store and ten in November.

During his epochal combing of New Zealand for re-
cruits, Captain Pocock has laughed like a boy, like a beard-
less enthusiast of eighteen seeking adventure, seeking work
and finding it. Among his quaint youthfulness he has ad-
mitted with a twinkle that he made the grave error of not
being born in New Zealand, his parents having gome from
this recruiting ground prior to that jolly event.

Recruits half his age have been stimulated by his youth,
a rare asset in a voung country rather seriously addicted to
the solemmities of maturity. Neither Captain Pocock, the
young septuagenarian, nor any Legionary goes round stir-
ring up war. In effect the chief huciness of the recruiting
officer is to go round stirring up peace. TIn Wellington
* where he smiled at his first New Zealand audience, he told
the story of the Montreal officer who sought leave of ab-
sence for six months fo aid in a little Brazilian war. Til-
busters planning to leave the United States for the blood
sports were prevented from sailing by the action of Capt.
Povoek, who warned the authorities.

The Founder found the Wellington squadron a cheery
lot and young in their drill. Significant, too, that there
was no official hauteur, brother Legionary sitting in frater-
nal amity with brothers of the Forces. Colonel I. Standish,
0.0, the central command, the Hon. W. Perry, Pres. of the
N.ZR.’s A. with many “others who broke bread together
might all have Leen Legionaries—and may be.

t was at the Wellington muster that Captain Pocock
mentioned that there was a race for recruits to the Legion
in the Dominions and that New Zealand had won hands
down. A little country, but one to be very proud of. What
about raising the whole Tegion Army Corps the Founder
foresees? Trooper Drummond Duthie said a rather wuive
thing at the Wellington “muster: “Captain Pocock has the
true -pirit of the men in the wild—the full spirit of the
Legion.” One gathers from the spirited remarks of the
Founder that it has takeh a good deal of faith, hope and
determination during past three deeades to convinee
Mr. Bull that an organiszii, mature, disciplined, trained and
experienced body. hy persistense becomes a Empire neves-
sity. The feat of organising and controlling upwards of
fiftcen thousand men in London to instruct the population.
during possible gas attacks is an example of the essential
work of the newly implemented and augmented Legion.

New Zealand has a thousand Legionaries, who, further
stimulated by the presence of the indomitable veteran of
many wars and who is now an indomitable veteran of
peace, an inealulable shield in time of stress; recognised
stable, and growing.

The Legion connotes the regimentation of the most use-
ful kind of specialivts, who, but for it, would be lost as a
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force. The Pounder finds in this remote British outpost a
remarkable enthusiasm for the child of his imagination,
hic work and his still youthful zest. It is a service that
appeals to the people of any new cogmt‘ry, the progress of
which depends absolutely on the initiative of piomeers. Tt
is more than that. It enhances the brotherhood of British
blood, brawn and brains.

This Empire wanderfest of the esteemed Tounder links
in fratemity the trapper of Canada and the bushman of
Australia; the veldt man of South Africa with the stock
man of Maoriland; the Old Land with the newer ones; the
battered old soldier with the last fresh-faced reeruit to a
mechanised unit.

Captain Pococl: has builded better than he knew and
may he gaze at the howse of his dreams for many years to
po. and may he mever lack stories. e

Voterans are necessarily reminiseent. It is the penalty of
the vears. The continued utility of veterans and their
linkage with present activities of all things essential to
continued youth.

The Tegion will grow old. May the Founder and his
fellow hoys never grow up. Long years and young thoughts
to them!

—_——
HERE AND THERE.
«17 SQUADRON, WELLINGTON.

A Squadron business meeting was held at Squadron
Headquarters, Vietoria Street, to bhid farewell to Waiwetu
Troop who have been granted sub-unit status. They will
in future be known as the Hutt Valley Troop, and their
recruiting area will he Upper and Lower Hutt, Trentham
and Bartbourne. Captain H. G. Burton on declaring the
troop a sub-unit gave a resume of the assistance rendered
to the Squadron over a period of years and expressed the
hope that the troop would continue to flourisk in the Hutt
Valley.

Colonel Weston, K.C., Commissioner for New Zealand,
who made a special visit that evening to say goodbye to
the troop, wished them sueccess in their new venture, and
paid a tribute to past troop leaders, making special men-
fion of the late Lieut. Delaney. In the course of his re-
marks he made an appeal to all to keep the objects of the
Legion ever to the fore and to see that the recruits were
instructed in their duty fo the Empire from the Legion
standpoint. The world to-day, he said, is unbalanced; its
people are in a curious mosd, and countries are arming and
preparing for war. Although we did not wish for war, it
is our duty to be prepared and to see that the young men
of to-day are trained for such emergency. He hoped the
troop would be the forerunner of other troops in the Hutt
Valley and BEastbourne, which achievement would ultimate-
1y do much towards fostering the spirit of comradeship.

Tater in the evening the toast of “The Hutt Valley
Troop” was proposed by S.8. Major Nicholls and Tieut.
Henderson, the Troop TLeader, suitably replied.

A report on the Squadron Annual Ball was given by
Lieut. McAllister, M.C. The hall was a suceess both socially
and financially and in the future we are assured that it
will be one of the social events of the season.













